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A performative walking event with water on Cochiti Dam, New Mexico.

Santa Fe Art Institute Water Rights resident artists Courtney Leonard and Anna Macleod welcome community 
members to join them on Monday April 10, 2017 at 10 am at Cochiti Dam, Cochiti Pueblo, New Mexico to 
witness this one time art performance about water, landscape, and land rights.

Cochiti Dam is the 10th largest earthen dam in the United States. The U.S Army Corp of Engineers built the dam 
between 1965–75 as part of the Flood Control Act (1960) authorized by Congress. This is one of four dams 
constructed for flood and sediment control on the Rio Grande river system. The Cochiti Pueblo Nation, on whose 
land the dam is built, opposed the dam construction because it defiles sacred sites and has destroyed agricultural 
lands. The Cochiti Pueblo filed a lawsuit for damages to their land and culture. In response to this lawsuit in 2001, 
the US Army Corps of Engineers made a public apology to the Cochiti Pueblo Indians for the desecration of their 
tribal land.
 

The enormous earthen bank of Cochiti Dam slices through the landscape, interrupting the flow of the mighty 
Rio Grande as it makes its way over land to the Gulf of Mexico. In recognition of water as a living body, 
walking in this performance brings into focus the injured landscape of human interventions into sacred natural 
bodies. The redemptive walk with water at Cochiti Dam is conceived as an act of contemplation on the historical 
and contemporary complexities of the dam site, governmental river management policies, and the physical and 
psychological interruption this dam has brought to the Cochiti Pueblo lands. In the performance, Leonard and 
Macleod use vessels to carry water from the recreational lake to the point of release of the dammed river as a 
metaphoric liberation of the water from confinement.  

PARKING: Cochiti Lake Road, Cochiti Lake, NM 87083 
NOTE: This performance will be filmed. Please Consider Car-Pooling. 

Courtney M. Leonard  is an artist and filmmaker, who has contributed to the Offshore Art movement. Leonard’s current work
embodies the multiple definitions of "breach", an exploration and documentation of historical ties to water, whale and material
sustainability. In collaboration with national and international museums, cultural institutions,and indigenous communities in 
North America, Aotearoa New Zealand, Nova Scotia, and the United States Embassies. Leonard’s practice investigates narratives 
of cultural viability as a reflection of environmental record.
www.courtneymleonard.com

Anna Macleod is a visual artist and independent researcher based in Ireland. Her projects utilize a variety of processes to 
mediate complex ideas associated with contemporary, historical, and cultural readings of place. She employs quasi-scientific 
methodologies, trans-disciplinary collaboration, performance, and socially engaged activism to critique contemporary 
landscapes and to build metaphoric spaces for re-visioning the future. ‘Water Conversations’ is the umbrella term for an 
ongoing series of projects Macleod has been working on since 2007. Her larger practice explores the complex interstices 
between landscape, science and technology, culture, and geopolitics. The collaborative aspect of her work has led to 
undertaking partnerships with local community members, artists, scientists, cultural geographers, activists, and engineers.
www.annamacleod.com

With thanks to Kenny Pin, Kai-t Blue-Sky, and Emiliano Yepa from Pueblo of Cochiti Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, 
and the Santa Fe Art Institute. 

 

GPS Coordinates: 35.64167 -106.325


